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by Jane 
Fryer

­animals (some so jumpy they need 
sedating) who have seen no love, no 
care, no cuddles and don’t have the 
first clue how to play, let alone trust 
anyone, is extraordinary.

Last month, after being fed, washed, 
clipped, spayed, micro-chipped, 
­inoculated and wormed, this furry 
crew were transported by van from 
South Wales. 

Their destination was a series of car 
parks along the M4 where groups of 
eager fosterers were waiting to take 
them home and coax them to eat, 
love, walk on a lead and, in too many 
cases, simply stop shaking. 

They are safe now, but all the dogs 
pictured here have their own sad 
back stories.

1 KEY, a six-year-old-Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniel, is a breeding dog 

who wasn’t producing enough 
­puppies to justify her keep. 

She was badly under-muscled and 
fat, with a heart murmur and 
­rotten teeth — 16 had to be 
removed immediately. 

Many breeding dogs suffer terrible 
dental problems because they’ve 
been fed fallen — or dead — farm-
stock, often entire sheep. They 
­damage their mouths fighting 
through the wool and bones. Many 
have never seen proper dog food.

‘She is shut down and has no spark 
at the moment,’ says Sylvia. ‘She’s 
still in shock — a bit zombified.’

Her ideal home would contain other 
Cavaliers. Former breeding dogs need 
company and, according to Sylvia, 
there’s nothing Cavaliers like more 
than hanging out in a basket chatting 
with friends.

2 KOLE, a four-year-old Retriever, 
was found with the dead body of 

his owner on a police emergency call 
out. ‘He had clearly been loved and 
was desperately sad to start with,’ 
says Sylvia. ‘But he soon perked up 
and has a lovely manner — polite, 
gentle and perfect for someone with a 
lot of love to give.’

3 SIMMER, a two-year-old Jug (a 
designer  Jack Russel l /Pug 

cross, especially bred to eliminate 
pugs’ inbred breathing and spinal 
­problems) is another rejected 
­breeding dog. 

There are restrictions on how many 
dogs breeders can keep — if they are 
caught with too many, they have 
reduce numbers in a hurry. ‘We’ve had 

Jugs coming out of our ears lately,’ 
says Sylvia, ‘too many to find homes 
for.’ Simmer needs an owner with 
time and patience — someone who 
isn’t going to give up too easily, won’t 
expect too much and ideally has a 
couple of dogs already, for company.

4OREO, a four-year-old Collie 
Cross, was rescued from a dog 

pound hours before he was due to be 
destroyed. His fur was matted but he 
was well nourished, so Sylvia assumes 
he was a much-loved pet of an elderly 
person who perhaps died. 

‘Now he’s recovered from his fright, 
he is well mannered, sits beautifully 
and gets on with everyone,’ she says. 
‘He needs an owner with a big heart 
who would love the company.’

5 MELODY the Labrador, also four, 
is an ex breeding dog abandoned 

because she wasn’t producing 
­puppies any more and was no longer 
a viable business asset.

Like many breeding dogs, she was 
grossly overweight, under-exercised 
and her whole life was breeding. Walks 
in the park, playing, running in the 
fields were unknown to her. Since 
being rescued, she has lost weight, 
grown in confidence and slowly 
adapted to her new freedom.

A loving home, with a patient owner 
and, ideally, other dogs for company, 
would suit her.

6 KEMP, a two-year-old Springer 
Spaniel, is a failed gun dog who 

would have been shot had Many 
Tears not rescued him. ‘He’s a lovely 
dog and desperate to please, but 
maybe he was gun shy,’ says Sylvia. 

He was one of the lucky ones — he 
arrived in good condition and has 
adapted brilliantly to his new life, 
loves tennis balls and running about 
and is now looking for a happy home. 

7 SUGAR,  a  three -year- o ld 
Retriever, is another grotesquely 

THIS is a picture to break a million hearts. 
Ten dogs — ears pricked, soft brown eyes 
pleading, washed and groomed until 
they’re soft and gleaming. All desperately 
trying to blank out dark memories of 
neglect and cruelty and hoping that, 

finally, their luck has changed. 
It has, thanks to the astonishing kindness and dedication of 

Bill and Sylvia Van Atta of Many Tears Animal Rescue, near 
Llanelli, who rescue thousands of unwanted dogs each year 
from pounds, breeders and broken homes. And then house 
them with temporary foster carers for the first stage of their 
long and difficult rehabilitation process.

Doggy fosterers — who knew? Yes, Many Tears has a national 
network of more than 200 canine fosterers all around the UK. 
Their selfless and self-funded role in homing cowed and nervous 
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THE boss of  one of ­
Britain’s biggest pub chains 
w a r n s  d r i n k e r s  m a y ­
boycott European alcohol 
in protest at EU ‘bullying’ 
over Brexit. 

Tim Martin, 61, who runs 920 
Wetherspoon pubs, took a 
swipe at the ‘hectoring’ of 
European leaders.

He said pub-goers may refuse 
to buy French wine, German beer 
or Swedish cider – and turn to 
British drinks.

Mr Martin took the unusual 
step of using a financial update 
to warn investors.

He said: ‘Angela Merkel of Ger-
many and François Hollande of 
France have supported the 
stance of the unelected EU ‘Pres-
ident’ Juncker in stating that the 
‘UK must pay a price’ for leaving 
the EU and that there ‘must be a 
threat’ to the UK. 

‘According to press reports, 
Juncker told European business 
leaders in October not to negoti-
ate with UK companies and to 

at the hectoring and bullying 
approach of Juncker and co. 

‘French wine, Champagne and 
spirits, German beer and Swed-
ish cider, for example, are all at 
extreme risk.’ 

He feels that drinkers could 
choose to buy British and boy-
cott foreign alcohol if they feel 
the country is being strong-
armed by EU politicians.

The warning from Mr Martin, a 
vocal Leave campaigner, is likely 
to be taken seriously.

Mr Martin started his first pub 
in a former bookies’ in Muswell 
Hill, North London, in 1979.

The JD Wetherspoon chain 
made its name with a policy of 
cheap alcohol and no music.

Mr Martin donated £200,000 to 
the Leave campaign and had half 
a million beer mats printed with 
campaigning messages in favour 
of the UK separating from the 
European Union. Some of the 

beer mats had the message: ‘Cro-
nyism is bad for Britain – a few 
questions for George Osborne.’ 

They were distributed to ­
most Wetherspoon pubs in ­
the country.

The mats read: ‘Dear Mr 
Osborne, you say that you won 
the economic argument. Many 
strongly disagree.

‘Democracy leads to prosperity 
and freedom – and the EU is 
increasingly undemocratic, with 
awful results in Greece, Spain 
and Portugal and 15 years’ stag-
nation in Italy.

‘Our European friends are being 
dragged down by Brussels’ 
bureaucracy.’ 

In its financial update Wether-
spoon said sales growth had 
slowed to 2.3 per cent over the 
last five weeks.

This is compared with growth 
of 3.5 per cent for the 13 weeks to 
October 23.

Germany’s ‘wise men’ beg 
Merkel to stop Britain leaving

By Rupert Steiner 
Chief City Correspondent

Last orders: Tim Martin

THE EU risks ‘losing the plot’ if 
it obsesses over punishing the 
UK for Brexit, the Irish prime 
minister warned last night.

Enda Kenny predicted that 
talks could quickly become 
‘quite vicious’. But he warned 
that Europe needed to take a 
pragmatic view.

Mr Kenny told a special con-
ference in Dublin that Brexit 
presented Ireland with the 
‘most significant economic 
and social challenge of the 
last 50 years’.

He added: ‘There are those 
around the European table 
who take a very poor view of 
the fact that Britain decided 
to leave. That argument will 
be fought very toughly.’

EU chiefs risk 
losing the plot,
says Irish PM 

‘Champagne at 
extreme risk’

adopt an “intransigent” attitude.’  
Mr Martin said that this could 
jeopardise relations with his 
chain’s suppliers.

Like other British businesses, 
Wetherspoon faces higher import 
costs following the slide in the 
pound, which has lost around 15 
per cent of its value against the 
euro since the referendum.

Wetherspoon agrees its trade 
deals with beer and spirit firms 
three to ten years in advance.

Mr Martin said: ‘If we and com-
panies like ours are unable to 
agree on tariff-free transactions, 
it will inevitably result in a loss of 
business for European compa-
nies which have done nothing to 
deserve this outcome. 

‘Indeed, the ultimate sanction 
will be in the hands of UK con-
sumers, should they take offence 

ANGELA Merkel has been urged by her top ­
economic advisers to prevent Britain leaving the 
European Union.

The German Council of Economic Experts told 
the chancellor it believes Brexit is not a ‘done deal’ 
– despite the June 23 referendum.

The experts who make up the group are known in 
Germany as the ‘Wise Men’.

In their annual report they wrote: ‘The German 
Council of Economic Experts calls for constructive 
negotiations to prevent an exit, or at the least to 
come to an agreement that minimises the damage 
on both sides.’

The council is an independent academic body set 
up in 1963 to advise the German government on 
macroeconomic policy. It has not been revealed just 

how Mrs Merkel and her allies’ advice might change 
the will of Theresa May’s government to leave ­
the EU.

The German report said ‘Brexit can still be ­
prevented’ even after Britain triggers Article 50.

Media reports in Germany say the paper encour-
ages Mrs Merkel and other leaders not to draw red 
lines on concessions which London might demand 
– interpreted by many as a reference to Britain’s 
wish to impose immigration controls on ­
EU migrants.

But it added: ‘A stance which is too lenient could 
encourage others to become copycats, with unfore-
seeable consequences.’

Mail Foreign Service

Pub boss warns 
of Euro beer 
boycott over 
Brexit bullying
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It’s a new idea — abused dogs placed 
with ‘foster’ families whose nurturing 
love prepares them for a permanent 
home. Read their heart-rending stories

overweight breeding dog. When she arrived, 
she weighed nearly 88 lb (more than  
26 lb overweight) and was frightened 
and cowed. 

Now she loves cuddles and would adapt 
well to any new owner who gives her a healthy 
diet and plenty of canine company.

8 LUKE, a four-year-old Golden Doodle 
(Retriever/Golden Retriever cross) is 

another rejected breeder.
While his fur was matted and his teeth 

needed attention, he was well socialised and 
used to walking on a lead. He has a lovely 
friendly manner and has already been 
offered a home. 

9 BRIAN, a year-old Retriever, experienced 
no neglect, but was given up by a young 

family with three toddlers who had taken on 
more than they could manage with an over-
exuberant puppy.

According to Sylvia, he is poorly trained 
and very bouncy but also a clever, smart, 
sweet dog. He would be the perfect pet for 
someone who has plenty of time to train him 
and a lot of space for running about and 
having fun. 

10DEAN, a four-year-old German 
Shepherd, had a particularly miserable 

time. He and his brother Lucas (not pictured) 

were guard dogs at a petrol station — and 
then abandoned after the business 
went bankrupt.

When they were rescued, both dogs were 
badly undernourished, dehydrated, covered 
in engine oil and lucky to be alive. 

Sylvia started them on eight tiny meals a 
day to stretch their bellies — liquid food 
first, before graduating to a tummy-
soothing mixture of chicken and banana 
whizzed up in Sylvia’s Nutribullet 
(banana to bind and give sugar and chicken 
for protein).

Lucas was unconscious, barely breathing 
— he had twisted and turned until his 
chain had tightened around his neck to 
strangulation point.

Like all German Shepherds, Dean needs a 
home with owners who fully understand the 
breed — they are smart and clever but need 
to be looked after properly.

He is not suitable to be homed with a family 
who have young children.

For all these dogs, foster care is their first, 
vital, stop to a normal life. 

Some fosterers, such as Carol and Mark 
Cawthorne, have their own dogs already.

 They have eight dogs and three children 
living in their three-bedroom townhouse in 
Dunstable, Bedfordshire — and take all their 
canine charges on holiday with them to 

Norfolk. Others, such as Julie Cochran and 
her banker husband Steven, from Berkham-
sted, Hertfordshire, have turned their homes 
into dog sanctuaries.

‘I’ve had a few so scared they just hide 
under bushes in the garden,’ says Julie.

All struggle to say goodbye when the dogs 
move on — usually after a few weeks — to 
their permanent adoptive homes.

‘It is heart-breaking when they go,’ says 
Karen Coppin, 45, from March, Cambridge-
shire, who has fostered 45 dogs in two years. 
‘I cry my eyes out but it is wonderful to see 
the change in them and I’m so pleased to 
see them move on.’

After 12 years rescuing dogs, Sylvia is still 
amazed at the selflessness of the fosterers 
(‘they put their heart and soul into helping 
these dogs’), and staggered at how badly 
some people look after their animals. 

Looking at his little gang, it’s hard for any 
dog lover not to have a little cry, or think 
seriously about offering at least one of them 
a home. 

But these are the lucky ones. They don’t 
have behavioural issues, they scrub up  
well, their teeth are largely intact, their coats  
aren’t so matted that they’ve had to be 
shaved and they’re off to the next phase of 
their lives.

‘The pretty ones usually get to foster homes 

within two to three weeks,’ says Sylvia. ‘But 
the uglier, more problematic ones can be 
with us for a year,’ she says sadly. 

‘But we persevere until we’ve found them 
all somewhere.’
n Many Tears Animal Rescue, call 
01269 843084 between 10am and 4pm or 
email info@manytearsrescue.org

Additional reporting:
DANNY BUCKLAND
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Safe: Another dog finds a fosterer, top, 
and, above, off to a new life in the van

Would you 
foster a dog?
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